
CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING DAY 
LESSON PLAN FOR GRADES K–2 

 
 

Content Overview: In the fiction story, Beto and Gaby are waiting for their relatives to 
come for Thanksgiving dinner, only to find that none of them can make it because of a big 
snowstorm. Only Grandma shows up, along with several friends, and the celebration turns 
out to be very special. The non-fiction section tells about two early Thanksgiving celebrations 
in North America, the creation of the national holiday, and the foods and activities enjoyed 
by Americans on this holiday. 
 
Materials and Preparation 
• chart paper and colored markers 
• white paper for drawing 
• assorted picture books about Thanksgiving 
 

Standards Covered 
 

NCSS Social Studies Strands  
I. Culture:   a, b, d, e 
II. Time, Continuity, and Change:  b, c, d, e, f  
III. People, Places, and Environments: a, b, e, h 
IV.  Individual Development and Identity:  c, e, h 
IX.  Global Connections:  b, f 
 

National TESOL Standards  
Goal 1: To use English to communicate in social settings. Standards  1, 2, 3 
Goal 2: To use English to achieve academically in all content areas. Standards  1, 2, 3 
Goal 3: To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways. Standards  1, 2, 3 
 

NCTE/IRA English Language Arts Standards:  1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12 
 

Vocabulary 
 

F: announce / plenty / treat / excited / share * / generous * 
 

NF: located / difficult / arrived / hardships / journey / pilgrim 
 Wampanoag / survive / national / grateful 
 

* The words share and generous are not in the book; they are added to the vocabulary list 
because they are integral to the story and will be used in discussion and questions. 
 
Pacing Guide 3 days; 45–60 minute sessions, plus optional extensions 

Book/Text Set: 

Celebrate Thanksgiving Day with Beto and Gaby / What 

is Thanksgiving Day? 

by Alma Flor Ada and F. Isabel Campoy 
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Reading and Activities 
 
 
DAY 1 
 
Explore the Topic: Thanksgiving Day / Sharing and Generosity 
 
Start a discussion with students about what it means to share. Have students give examples 
of times they have shared something with another person. Introduce the word “generous” 
into the conversation. After several students have responded, tell them you’re going to read a 
story about a generous family. 
 
Vocabulary Introduction 
 
At the top of a piece of chart paper, write “Thanksgiving” and then write the vocabulary 
words for the fiction section in a column. Then add the words “generous” and “share.” Read 
the words aloud to students, have them repeat each word, and ask if anyone knows what any 
of the words mean. As students respond, add to their responses as appropriate to give a clear 
definition for each word.  
 
Fiction Read-Aloud & Discussion 
 
On a piece of chart paper, write, “Thanksgiving:  What We Know.” Ask students to tell what 
they know about this holiday, and write their words or phrases on the chart. When finished, 
review responses with students by having the contributors read their own responses aloud 
with you. Leave the chart on display. 
 
In this session you will read aloud only the fiction story, Celebrate Thanksgiving Day with Beto 
and Gaby. Before reading the story, show students the cover and read the title aloud. Have 
students talk about the cover illustration. Ask the question, “Who do you think all these 
people are?”  
 
As you read, stop to check for understanding of unfamiliar words. Make note of the 
generosity of the family, the growing number of guests being invited by grandma, and the 
decreasing amount of food due to sharing with the neighbors.  
 
When the story is finished, ask students to recall the sequence of the main events in the story. 
Ask the following questions, using the illustrations in the book whenever appropriate to help 
students with their responses:  
 

Beginning 
 

1. Point to Grandma. 
2. Why are Beto and Gaby’s relatives not coming to dinner?  
3. What does Grandma bring with her to Beto and Gaby’s house? 

Intermediate 
 

1. Where is Grandma, and where is she going? 
2. Who isn’t coming to dinner, and why? 
3. Why does Beto and Gaby’s mother share the family’s food? What 
does Grandma bring with her when she comes to dinner?  
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Advanced 1. Where is Grandma going? What do you think is in the red bags 

(page 4)? 
2. Who calls on the phone, and what do they say? 
3. Explain how Grandma, the mother, and the kids show that they 
are generous. 

 
After discussion, review the “What We Know” chart and note whether any responses match 
or relate to events in the story. 
 
On a new piece of chart paper, write “Thanksgiving:  Our Questions.” Ask students what 
they would like to know about Thanksgiving Day, and write their questions using a variety 
of alternating colored markers to distinguish each question from the others. 
 
When finished, review the questions by having contributing students read their own 
questions aloud. Leave both charts on display side by side. 
 
 
DAY 2 
 
Vocabulary Activity 
 
Review the words on the vocabulary list by having students reread and define them, and by 
using them in sentences. Add the vocabulary words for the non-fiction section to the list. 
Read the words aloud, have students repeat them, and ask them to tell what they know about 
the meanings of the words. Add to student responses as appropriate to define each word.  
Tell students they will hear the vocabulary words in the next story.  
 
Show students the cover of Celebrate Thanksgiving Day with Beto and Gaby and ask them to 
retell the events of the story in sequence. Tell them that you are now going to read them a 
story that tells about how Thanksgiving started and how people celebrate this important 
holiday. 
 
Non-Fiction Read-Aloud & Discussion 
 
Before reading, review both the “What We Know” and the “Questions We Have” charts. Tell 
students that you’d like them to listen carefully to see if any of their questions are answered 
in the book.  
 
Open the book to pages 16–17 and have students read the section title with you.  
 
Read the story, What is Thanksgiving Day? On page 23, use a globe to show the distance 
between Europe and North America. Pause when appropriate to make special note of 
information that may be different from charted student responses. Help students make a 
connection between the information on page 27 and Grandma bringing guests to 
Thanksgiving dinner in the previous fictional story. Make special note of the last paragraph 
on page 29 to focus on the deep meaning of Thanksgiving as a time to be grateful. Stop to 
define and discuss any words the children may not know. 
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When the read-aloud is finished, have students discuss the information by answering the 
following questions: 
 

Beginning 
 

1. Point to a picture of people celebrating Thanksgiving. 
2. Who helped the Pilgrims plant their crops? 
3. What is something people do at Thanksgiving? 

Intermediate 
 

1. In what states did the first Thanksgiving celebrations in America take 
place?  
2. Who were the Pilgrims? Who were the Wampanoags? How did the 
Wampanoags help the Pilgrims? 
3. Tell what happens at Thanksgiving today. 

Advanced 1. Tell about the first Thanksgiving celebrations in the United States. 
2. Explain how the Wampanoags helped the Pilgrims. 
3. Describe ways in which people celebrate Thanksgiving today. 

 
After discussion, review the “What We Know” chart. If there are statements on the chart 
which conflict with factual information, elicit a discussion with students reading short 
passages of the text. 
 
To the right of the “Questions We Have” chart, post another piece of chart paper. At the top, 
write “Answers To Our Questions” and tell students they are going to use what they learned 
in the story to see if any of their questions have been answered.  
 
One at a time, read the questions and ask if the book told the answer. If students can give an 
answer from the book, write the answer directly across from the question using the same 
color marker as was used for that question, so that students can easily match the questions to 
the answers.   
 
When finished, leave any unanswered question spaces blank and leave all charts posted. 
 
DAY 3 
 
Vocabulary Review 
 
Distribute the All About Thanksgiving worksheet. Young students and beginners may work 
in pair or small groups. Then, review the answers as a class by calling volunteers to read the 
complete sentences. 
 
As students finish, give them some time to browse and read additional picture books about 
Thanksgiving. You may want to review the questions chart again to see if any new answers 
have been found. Write the answers across from the questions on the answers chart. Have 
students refer to the books where they found the answers and show the pages to the class. 
 
Writing Activity 
 
Explain to students that they are going to write about and illustrate the story of Beto and 
Gaby. Write the following prompts on the board: 
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  Beto and Gaby wanted ... 
  But ... 
  So .... 
  Then .... 
 
Model the process with oral responses, leading students through the main plot points of the 
story while reinforcing sequencing skills. Allow a few different responses for each prompt to 
demonstrate to students that there are different ways to tell the story. 
 
Review the vocabulary list. Ask students what additional words they might need in their 
writing and add related words to the list. Write any unrelated words on the board. 
 
Hand out four half sheets of white paper per student. Make sure they understand that each 
sentence goes on a separate page and that each page should be illustrated.   
 
When students have finished their pages, they should put them in order and number them. 
Staple the pages together like a book, tape them together either horizontally or vertically, or 
glue them on a large sheet of construction paper to make a kind of “story board.” Have 
students read their writing to each other or the teacher, or read them to the whole class. 
 
 
 
Extensions 
 
Writing   Write about Thanksgiving long ago and at your home. Fold a paper in 

half; on one half, draw and write something that happened at 
Thanksgiving long ago. On the other half, draw and write something that 
happens at your home at Thanksgiving. Mount on construction paper and 
stand up to display. 

 
Art    Make a classroom mural or bulletin board with drawings of things you are 

thankful for.  
 
    Make dry tempera fall leaves to decorate the classroom. Cut a large leaf 

shape from porous manila paper and dust with red, yellow, and green dry 
tempera. Spray quickly with water from a spray bottle to make the colors 
bleed together. Younger students can trace and cut the leaf, older students 
can draw their own leaf shapes. 

 
Music   Learn the song “I’m Thankful” by Jack Hartman. Music and lyrics can be 

found online at 
http://songsforteaching.com/jackhartmann/imthankful.htm 

 
Mathematics  Use newspaper grocery ads to “shop” for Thanksgiving dinner. Plan the 

menu and cut out pictures to glue onto construction paper. Write the 
prices for each item. Calculate the cost of your menu for five, ten, or fifteen 
people. 
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Social Studies Start or actively participate in a school-wide food drive. Make posters to 
put in classrooms to encourage participation. 

 

In a whole-class lesson, use a map of North America to locate El Paso, 
Texas and Santa Barbara, Mexico. Trace the route of Juan de Oñate from 
Santa Barbara to El Paso. Find out what kind of geography he and his 
expedition were faced with. 

 
Technology 
 
Teachers’ Resource - Teaching About Thanksgiving: 
http://www.halcyon.com/pub/FWDP/Americas/tchthnks.txt 
 
Learn some Wampanoag words for animals: 
http://www.native-languages.org/wampanoag_animals.htm 
 
Print out and color some Wampanoag and Pilgrim pictures: 
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/education/kids/coloring.asp 
 
Make and play two Wampanoag games. Read the directions: 
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/education/kids/make.asp 
 
Talk like a Pilgrim. Click on the arrows to hear how Colonists said hello, goodbye, and other 
common phrases:  http://www.plimoth.org/learn/education/kids/talk.asp 
 
Print out and solve a Thanksgiving crossword puzzle: 
Easy (6 words): http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/thanks/word/cross1.gif 
Intermediate (10 words): http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/thanks/word/cross2.gif 
 
Look at pictures of and talk about the geography of Mexico along El Camino Real, the route 
traveled by Juan de Oñate:  http://www.alacranpress.com 
 
 
Creative Reading 
 
Share this book with your students using Alma Flor Ada’s Creative Reading methodology 
based on the principles of Transformative Education. Suggested questions to initiate the 
dialogue are provided for Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced levels as well as self-
assessment tools for teachers and students—in English and Spanish. 
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